
HKUST iGem2009
Minutes of the 10th General Meeting
Date:
18/6/2009

Time:
18:05 -19:40
Place:
Room 5509
Attending:   Jessica, Aileen, Swift, Alex, Kelvin, Vito, Elaine, Joyce, Bonnie, Sandy, Tony, Prof. King Chow
Absent:
Helen, Joyce(Zhang Junyi), Philip, Zhou Chaoxu, Richard
Host:
Sandy
Recorder:
Aileen
1. Report on progress
· Adopt the agenda for the 11th regular meeting and the minutes for the 10th regular meeting.
2. Discussion items

1) Progress of each group by group representatives
(i) Receptor

Jessica: learned how to cultivate a yeast strain
Kelvin: found many contradictions in using protein YVC1p; might try to ask Prof. Banfield’s lab for help to use a mutant yeast strain
(ii) Signaling
Vito: not much progress in Ca2+ signaling pathway
(iii) Attractant and toxin
Swift: learned some technics in lab; think about constructing an own strain
Alex: waiting for B.T.
Prof. King Chow commented: can’t get B.T. from Prof. Raymond Wong’s lab since they no longer keep it.
2) The plan for the integration of the project
(i) Prof King Chow suggested that YVC1p is not preferred because the anticipated result may not be yield.
(ii) Prof. Chow tried to get WIF-1α. (Ref: the DNT paper) However, if it can’t be ordered, the following experiments will be harder.
(iii) Odr-10 from worm is suggested to make the receptor. 
(iv) Testing a hybrid of odr-10 and WIF-1α yeast strain can be done on computer as simulation.
(v) We need to buy Diacity or get it from bacteria.
(vi) AR09 needs to be ordered. While waiting for that, members can do cloning first.
(vii) Every group should think about the control experiments to be carried out.
3) Training in MBMS lab
Prof. King Chow suggested spreading lab time to allow members to have more time and practice in lab. He also said that undergraduate students are not allowed to work alone in the lab.
4) Other things mentioned
(i) Each group is hoped to have a plan to initiate. Deadline: 22 June 2009.
(ii) Each group had better learn some specific target skills for their parts.
(iii) A forum is suggested for better communication between groups and members.
(iv) Chuchu brought the lab log book from HKUSTers and suggested that we should also have such a log book. Prof. Chow suggested that everyone should have his/her own log book to record every experiment done in the lab, which is a good way of learning. Also, everyone should think about the purpose, procedure, conclusion and interpretation of the experiments while using the log book for track lab learning.
(v) Members are suggested to be specific and polite when asking other labs for substances or help.
(vi) UST has a quite complete collection of chemicals, so members can almost get the chemicals in need within UST.
(vii) Members are encouraged to hold the meetings more independently instead of expecting instructions from Prof. Chow.
(viii) Prof. Chow will leave for a meeting next week. Members can email him or contact Richard when there are problems to consult on.
5) Discussion on person-in-change for the next meeting
(i) Bonnie will be the PIC for the next meeting.
3. Meeting adjournment and next meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 19:40.
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