FEEDING Cells

Materials

Serum-containing cell culture medium (e.g., 10% FBS in DMEM)

Methods

1.) Pre-warm medium to 37(C in water bath.  

2.) After reagents are warmed, thoroughly spray the hood with ethanol.  Thoroughly spray and wipe down medium bottles before placing inside the hood.  Make sure to spray down hands and any items entering the hood with ethanol.

3.) Take cells out of the incubator and examine them with a table-top phase microscope.  Make sure there are no signs of contamination or unusual cell morphology before feeding and placing cells in the hood!
4.) Aspirate spent culture media from the cell culture vessel.
5.) Carefully pipette the appropriate amount of growth medium to the cells.  Slowly pipette the medium down the side of the culture flask so not to disrupt the cell layer with shear flow.  Medium volume is highly dependent on cell culture vessel size.  Too low a volume will not contain enough nutrients for the cells, and too low a volume will inhibit oxygen diffusion.  

e.g.  T-75, 100mm petri dish = 10mL
