Department of Biological Sciences Organism Use Policy
The Biological Sciences Department of Wellesley College utilizes a variety of both living and non-living animal in conducting research and in teaching a diversity of laboratory and field courses.  The use and/or the collection of some organisms is regulated by federal, state and local laws.  Organismas that are endangered, that are potential pathogens, or whose misuse violates current standards of ethics are generally the subject of such laws.  Given that the study of science is best facilitated through hands-on investigation, the department recommends that potential users of organismas do the following:


a) Include in course descriptions the nature and extent of organism use,

b) Question the importance of the objective(s) of the proposed experimental procedure,


c) Explore whether the scientific objective(s) of the procedure can be met without the use or organisms,


d) Communicate clearly why the use of the organisms is necessary to fulfill stated objective(s),


e) Be conservative in the use of organisms,


f) Refrain from using threatened or endangered species,


g) Train users properly in the handling and care of organisms,


h) Abide by federal, state, and local regulations concerning the use of all

organisms, including plants and pathogens, and treat the organisms and  their tissues with respect.

Concerns about this policy and its implementation by members of the Biological Sciences Department should be communicated in writing to 1) the staff member involved, 2) the chair of the Biological Sciences Department, and 3) the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). Please see also IACUC policy for reporting deficiencies in animal care and/or use on the next page. 

IACUC POLICY FOR REPORTING DEFICIENCIES IN ANIMAL CARE AND/OR USE

PURPOSE:
To describe the procedure established by the IACUC for reporting deficiencies in human animal care and/or use and investigation of such reports as required by the federal Animal Welfare Act regulations, 9 CFR, Chapter 1, Subchapter A -Animal Welfare 2.31 (c)4 and other applicable animal welfare regulations and guidelines. 

POLICY: All animal procedures performed at Wellesley College must comply with city, state, and federal regulations and guidelines governing the human care and use of animals. These include but are not limited to the following:

Federal Animal Welfare Act Regulations: 9 CFR, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA, Chapter 1, Subchapter A – Animal Welfare, Part 1 – Definition of Terms; Part 2 – Regulations; and Part 3 – Standards

“Guide for the health Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,” NRC Publication No. 86-23

Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals

Health Research Extension Act of 1985

Additionally, animal procedures performed at Wellesley College must comply with institutional standard operation procedures and Wellesley IACUC guidelines and policies. All animals housed at Wellesley College will be treated in a humane manner consistent with the scientific needs of the study.

DEFINITION:

Deficiency: Any procedure may be deemed a deficiency it the applicable city, state or federal animal welfare regulations or guidelines or Wellesley College standard operation procedures (SOPs) or IACUC policies or guidelines are not followed with regard to humane animal care and use.

Deficiencies in humane animal care or use may include but are not limited to the following:

1) Repeated failure to follow animal husbandry SOPs leading to inappropriate provision of food and/or water, or inadequate sanitation of animal cages

2) Intentionally antagonizing animals such as screaming or yelling, shaking cages, making threatening gestures, or playing loud music

3) Physical abuse of animals to include use of excessive force during animal handling, hitting or shaking animals, or tossing animals into cages

4) Failure to provide appropriate measures for alleviation of animal pain and/or distress as described in IACUC approved protocols

5) Failure to report an observation of significant animal illness or distress to the animal facility manager or attending veterinarian

6) Inappropriate disposition of infections or hazardous materials or waste which presents a risk to animals and/or personnel

PROCEDURE:

1. Deficiencies may be reported by any Wellesley College faculty, staff, or student or member of the Wellesley College Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).

2. To report a deficiency, the attached form, “Wellesley College – Report of Deficiency in Animal Care and/or Use” must be complete and submitted to a member of the IACUC. The report may also be completed by an IACUC member following verbal or other communication with an employee reporting a deficiency. It is recommended that the name of the individual reporting the deficiency be included on the report form but the name may be omitted should she/he wish to remain anonymous. The forms are available from the Science Center Office. An IACUC membership list is also available.

3. The completed form must be submitted to the IACUC chairperson for review and action. Investigation of the reported incident will be undertaken, as indicated by the circumstances, and corrective action will be determined. All deficiency reports received will be placed on the next IACUC agenda and will be reviewed at the next convened IACUC meeting. Serious deficiencies may require the IACUC to convene and expedite the review or may require an immediate response by a subcommittee of the IACUC membership. This decision will be made by the IACUC chairperson in conjunction with the attending veterinarian.

4. A written IACUC response will be provided to complete the Report Form and the form will be maintained as part of the IACUC file. A confidential written response describing the action taken and the resolution achieved will be provided to the individual who lodged the complaint. Written responses will not be provided to those individuals who wish to remain anonymous.

5. Under NO circumstances will an employee or committee member be subjected to any disciplinary action or be discriminated against for reporting a deficiency in humane animal care and use.
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