Modularity: 

Links to standardization. 

Separate and individualize—by either function or gene
Many ways of creating modularity, it’s tough to pick one that seems the best. 
This is one idea of how to break into the engineering field. This way people can work with parts separately and could specialize in one piece instead of having to understand every part of the organism at once. 

Component of a larger system, operates independently 

We need a way to play with parts at the genetic level without worry that we will ruin the rest of the organism or change other’s code. (parts, device, system)
Prescription for human designers

Interdependency among parts

Fundamental processes: replication, interaction, and evolution

System-oriented or integrating different levels

Study networks, structure and dynamics

Simulations

http://www.sysbio.de/projects/glossary/Systems_Biology.shtml

