
HKUST iGem2009
Minutes of the 9th General Meeting
Date:
6/6/2009
Time:
15:05 – 16:30
Place:
Room 5509
Attending:
CAI Yilei (Elaine), Chen Xihan (Swift), Chen Xinru (Emma), 
Lom Ki Yan (Bonnie), Lai Chui Shuen, Liu Yang, Luo Yunqiu, Min Kai Kei, Ng Wang Ki (Vito), Pan Huilin (Aileen), Wong Chun Hung (Alex),  Wong Pui Shan (Sandy), Yang Yang (Philip), Zhang Chuchu (Jessica), Zhang Junyi (Joyce), Zhong Wanting (Helen), Ho Wai Pang (Tony), Professor King Chow
Absent:
Zhu Feng, Li Yunzi (Lavinia), Zhou Chao Xu, Tian Guangman (Richard),
Host:
Aileen
Recorder:
Aileen
1. Report on progress
· Adopt the agenda for the 9th regular meeting and the minutes for the 8th regular meeting.
2. Discussion items

1. Report the progress of each group by the representitves of the three groups.

(i) Receptor part:
a) Candidate 1: vacuole & Ca2+ channel 
b) Candidate 2: change (-receptor [reference: “Functional analysis of heterologous gpcr in yeast” sent by Chuchu]
c) King Chow commented that reference should be checked carefully.
(ii) Downstream response part
a) Calcineurin
b) King Chow commented that we should be specific with every single part (e.g. which promoter, artificial reporter to use?).
(iii) Attractant and toxin part
a) Attractant: 
1) Candidate 1: Isomethyleugenol/methyleugenol, which are industrially used and involve 4 genes [King Chow commented: be aware of the toxic/effect dose]
2) Candidate 2: 2-phenyl-ethanol by Ehrlich pathway. However, a potential problem may be how to get it out of the membrane. Its only nitrogen source is L-phenylalanine. Strain used: Ye9-612(stress tolerant). Avoid glucose.
b) Toxin: B.T. toxin has 2 components. It can be constitutively produced and thus quite independent of other parts of the system. It may be workable and similar experiment has been done in E. coli. [King Chow commented: we may get B.T. from Prof. Raymond Wong; still need to figure out the promoter and the dose/level of the toxin.
2. King Chow mentioned something regarding the project description to be submitted on 15/6
(i) Every group should be very specific with very step and detail.
(ii) Each group should identify all the parts, sources to get them, steps, limitations, whether they will be turned out to be sufficient, etc.
(iii) King Chow will help to write this first draft.
(iv) Each group has to submit more detailed plan to King Chow before or on 10 June, Wednesday.
(v) A refined description will be submitted in August.
3. To schedule the work in the summer.
(i) Experimental skills training: members can receive hands-on training in the MBMS lab.
(ii) The circuit design will be discussed during next meeting.
4. Discussion on the regular meeting time for the summer
(i) 5:30pm Thursday
5. King Chow addressed some important things
(i) There’s a workshop in Tokyo. But members may watch a similar video online since the trip to Tokyo may cost too much.
(ii) 1600 clones in microplate form are already received, which are kept by KC now.
(iii) Pins (souvenirs) to be distributed to everyone.
(iv) Design the T-shirts to wear.
(v) To buy suveniors. Possible choice: pins (US$1-2) to be designed/get directly from UST.
(vi) Complete the above things before August.
(vii) Setup a website (may include photos) (check other websites to get ideas).
(viii) MBMS lab will be the major site for all experiments to be carried out.
6. Discussion on person-in-change for the next meeting
(i) Swift is going to be the PIC for the next meeting.
3. Goals for the next meeting
1. To share information collected by each group.
2. To discuss the circuit design.
3. To schedule the experimental skills training for members.
4. Meeting adjournment and next meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 16:30.[image: image1.png]
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